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And the greatest of
these things is love
The past year has been challenging at best.
My thoughts turn to an observation I have
made that people have found refuge in the
love of animals. The pandemic allowed
people to relax in their home and just be
together rather than racing to events/
commitments and social gathering. Pets
have filled a huge void in the lives of our
adopters.
Although times are tough for all of us, we
are so blessed to have our little shelter by
the side of the road. The shelter has been a
mental refuge for many people this year.
Our outside cat enclosure always has people bringing treats and often elderly cat
lovers sit outside in their cars and watch
the cats, the love of animals is so calming.
The year has also brought several changes
in the dynamics of the pets that are surrendered. In the past week we have had 3 cats
surrendered by owners. One of the cats is
16 years old and the other pair are 12.
Both situations were caused by older people needing to move due to financial hardships. We charge nothing to surrender
animals such as these in need. Several animals came to us after being found in abandoned houses or on abandoned property.

Jack had been at the shelter for a little over three years when his mom came
through our doors. She had been looking at several different cats, but Jack knew
how to win her over. This boy didn't realize how lucky he had just gotten! Jack went
from one in many to the one and only in his mom's life and he couldn't have been
any happier.
A few months after Jack went to his forever home we had another handsome boy
come into the shelter. Jack’s wonderful mom had been thinking about opening her
home to another shelter cat. She wasn't sure who she wanted but once she saw
Gandolf she and her daughter knew! Gandolf has since been renamed to Ash and is
loved and spoiled along with his brother Jack.

Recent new beginnings for two litters of pups

People for Pets has taken in 216 animals
thus far this year. Our vet bills will reach
more than $85,000. We are proud to say
we accomplish a lot for a small shelter in
rural Iowa.
Our success is possible due to the commitment of our staff, our volunteers and our
supporters. As hard times continue to
affect each and every one of us, our People
for Pets family keeps on keeping on and
never waivers in our commitment to the
pets. Thank you to each and every one of
our family.
Donna

There have been some new beginnings at this shelter with two beautiful
litters of puppies! Oh no, they were not planned, but they are safe and
sound thanks to some awesome volunteers.

See page two for their stories and more pictures.
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New beginnings for two litters of pups (continued)
It is our shelter's belief that the shelter is not the place for puppies to be born if it can be avoided. That is where two amazing
and selfless volunteers came in, Nancy and Kathy. With Miss
Paisley we were able to get her to these wonderful gals before
she had her pups thankfully, though with Ginger we obviously
weren't as fortunate! Though these special ladies are four hours
away, we had no worries and knew they were all going to receive
incredible care and so much love.
People for pets cannot thank these ladies enough for their dedication!

Miss Paisley and her puppies dad, Duke, were listed on a free site
and of course our fearless director, Donna, couldn't pass them
up. Once these two cuties arrived at the shelter we suspected
after a few days that sweet Paisley was possibly pregnant, as we
hadn't been told anything by the owners.
The second litter has a slightly different story. Ginger and the
puppies dad, Clove, were surrendered to the shelter because
their owners didn't have time for them. The owners were
"suspect" that she was pregnant, but didn't know for sure.
Before we were able to get this sweet girl down to the vet to get
checked out, out came the puppies!

The amazing Miss Carly Izard

Miss Okoboji Outstanding Teen helps raise shelter funds
If you have ever wanted to meet someone with more
dedication and drive in their left pinkie finger than most
everyone, let us introduce to you the amazing miss Carly
Izard. Carly's journey started with People for Pets when
she was selected as Miss Okoboji's Outstanding Teen, her
service platform being stated as helping the local animal
shelters.
Being the driven young lady that she is, she hit the ground running. She chose
to spend her first official public appearance, and her evening, helping with a
pumpkin carving event at the shelter a mere 15 days after being selected. To
date, this amazing young girl has done at least eight fundraisers to benefit
People for Pets, totaling over $3,400! This doesn't include everything that she
has also done to help out the other shelter in Northwest Iowa.
When Carly takes on or develops a project she will not stop until it has been accomplished to her satisfaction. Beyond her fundraising efforts, she has taken great strides to help modernize and update the shelter, whether it be functional or just very adorable
and pleasing to the eyes. Examples are the hand drawn, cut and painted dog silhouettes hung on the dog yard fence and the handmade dog agility/play structure paired with a large section of turf to help the dogs get off of the rocks. Carly has done some amazing things for this little shelter. We couldn't be more grateful for her efforts in changing the lives of so many homeless animals!
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People for Pets Alumni Greetings
This little guy was one lucky boy. A kind gal had seen him alongside the road on her
way home from work one day. Once she got home she made a post on Facebook
about this little guy and also contacted us. Our foster gal, knowing full well that she
was already full, took this sweet boy in.
Nugget had already had a rough life and he had a long road ahead of him. This poor
thing had two matted-shut, infected eyes and was very thin and dehydrated. His foster
mom immediately started in on his care. We finally were able to clean his matted eyes
enough to realize that one of them was beyond saving, it had ruptured because of the
infection he had. At that point we didn't even know if we could for sure save the other
eye.
After many sleepless, tiring nights Nugget was healthy enough to get his bad eye removed, as we had discovered that his other eye could possibly be saved! Once he got
that infection out and started to feel better he began to thrive. He started to act like a
kitten, so we began to advertise him as available for adoption.
Not too long after we posted him we heard from a very frequent previous adopter
that she was interested in giving Nugget a home! This poor boy went from barely surviving to living the spoiled life in a few short months!

P4P alumnus King
checking in after
romancing Oakley
and Matilda at the
doggy day care center, King returns to
his two-legged
flame Molly who
owns the center.

Alfie and Doug checking in after a grooming.

Murphy loves to cuddle.
Woody and
his babies.
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Cassanova and Nala — a love story that continues with a forever family
Handsome man Cassanova had been at the shelter for two years before
Nala came in. Little did we know this was a love story in the making. Not
three days after Nala arrived they were in cahoots! Nala is a petite girl, so
Cassanova, always the charmer, helped defend her against the larger cats
that tried to pick on her. Fast forward a few months and these two have
found their forever home together with a wonderful couple!

Two sons honor their mother’s deep love for animals through P4P

Often we are humbled when we receive a memorial from someone who loved animals. To honor their mother and her deep love
and appreciation for animals, two sons graciously chose to support People for Pets with her memorial. This relationship has benefited People for Pets in more ways than any of us could have imagined. The love of animals from this amazing family is heartfelt and
continues to give to People for Pets. Due to this friendship, her son, who is the CEO of Worldwise, Inc. in California, had organized
almost two pallets full of pet supplies to be donated from his company. We are immensely thankful that these selfless people have
chosen to help our furry, four-legged friends through these uncertain times!

Looking for a special gift idea for a friend or family member who loves animals?
Consider a gift to P4P in their honor for special occasions such as birthdays or anniversaries or holiday celebrations.
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Kayleen Rose Fund helped save CeCe’s life
‘Baby Girl’ AKA CeCe has been through
so much and not had an easy life. She
was dumped at the shelter sick and it
was pretty obvious she had been ill for
a while. She was very thin, her coat
was dull, she had a lifeless look in her
eyes, and she couldn’t stop vomiting.

patient. Since she was over 8 years old
and not spayed we knew we had to still
get her spayed.

She had to go back to a specialist so
that they could closely monitor her
heart while getting spayed. FINALLY
after many sleepless nights she is hapLocal vets could not quite figure her
py, healthy, and loving life in her new
out so she had to go to a specialist in
home! Her mom says she is very sassy,
Ames. She spent a week at the hospital spunky, and loves her toys!
and got several different tests done to
find out she has severe esophagitis.
CeCe was saved thanks to the Kayleen
Rose Fund and the love of an amazing
Basically her lower sphincter in her
foster mom Keely. CeCE is leading the
esophagus doesn’t close properly
good life because her foster mom is
when she eats, which makes everynow her forever mom. Without the
thing come back up. She has to be on
Kayleen Rose Fund it would not be
several medications every 8 hours to
possible for CeCe and many others to
live a happy healthy life. They also
be saved because of the high vet bills.
found abnormalities in her heart,
which makes her a high risk anesthesia

The Kayleen Rose Fund continues to help with medical expenses
The Kayleen Rose Fund makes it possible for P4P animals with advanced medical issues to get the care they need to survive and
make it to their forever homes. Many thanks to the family and friends of Kayleen who support this fund. If you would like to
contribute to this fund, please send your donation to People for Pets and let us know that it is to go to the Kayleen Rose Fund.

In memory of Xena
Donna and all the P4P volunteers,
I wanted to let you know that we had to
say goodbye to our dear sweet Xena. It
appeared that she had developed some
sort of GI cancer. We had a wonderful 4
and half years with her. She was really a
great dog and loved each of us with everything that she had right up to the very
end. One thing that we are thankful for
during COVID is that all of us were allowed to be home for the last
eight months for work and school. Xena had full on family time for
the last eight months. She will be so truly and forever missed.
We extend our sincere appreciation for you and all your volunteers
who put so much time and effort into caring for these animals. We
are so thankful for the many months that you cared for Xena and
brought her out of the despair that she was in to become the amazing
dog that she was for our family.
The Secrest Family

Shelter Wish List
Many people ask about what types of supplies
are needed at the shelter. Here is a list of needed
items:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Bleach and multi-purpose cleaner
Cleaning supplies
Libman brooms. We use lots!
Scoopable cat litter
People often bring us food but we are fortunate to be
in the Science Diet shelter food program so we need
only Science Diet
Stamps
Scrub brushes
Toilet paper and paper towels are always needed
Monetary donations that can be applied to our Vet
bill are always welcomed
Gift cards from Walmart for printer ink
Please note: We currently have enough towels and
blankets
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Golf fundraiser—outdoor event helped replace funds lost due to COVID
wonderful and faithful volunteers, who also amazingly organizes
the yearly Petoberfest, had a wonderful idea to help with the
now missing funds. A golf fundraiser would allow for folks to social distance while also allowing for a good time and some money
raised for the shelter!
The event couldn't have come at a better time either. Spirits
were down because of the pandemic, so what better way to
smile a little than to give to others and spend some time outside
on a gorgeous fall day!

After the golfing concluded there was delicious food grilled and
wonderful music played to continue on with a great day. As with
our annual fundraiser we also had a silent auction at the end of
the night with some amazing prizes from some very selfless donors. At the end of the event, after all the expenses and donations were factored in, we discovered we had raised over
$15,000!
Heather (left) is the wonderful gal that organized the golf fundraiser. Candace Getting of Modern Woodmen (right) presented
a $2,500 donation of matching funds for the golf fundraiser.
As if COVID hadn't done enough, due to the risks associated with
gathering in large crowds we cancelled our annual fundraiser,
Petoberfest. Seeing the light at the end of the tunnel, one of our

Though times were tough and uncertain, all of the incredible
golfers, donors, and sponsors of this event helped to make it
happen. They helped to lessen the uncertainty the shelter has
had during this hard time. So we would like to send a huge thank
you to all of those who helped with this event in any way, shape
or form, we couldn't have done it without you!

Thank you Grandma Swanson

You truly make a difference at People for Pets
Janet "Grandma" Swanson lives to come volunteer with "her" cats, especially her kittens, at
a limber 89 years old. If you can't tell from the photo, 'Grandma' loves her kittens. She
makes a point to say hello to any kittens we have every time she comes to visit! This sweet,
stubborn lady has been a staple at People for Pets for as long as any of us can remember
and we wouldn't have it any other way. We sure do love and appreciate our 'Grandma'.

People for Pets Information
For more information on our animals available for adoption, gift giving or
Trust options and volunteer possibilities, you can contact us several ways.
• Visit our website at www.peopleforpets.org.
• Visit our Facebook page People for Pets (in Spencer, IA).
• Call us at 712-580-2738.
To make a tax deductible donation you can send a check, payable to:
People for Pets
2312 Highway Blvd. Spencer, IA 51301

